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Renfrew County WoodlotRenfrew County WoodlotRenfrew County WoodlotRenfrew County WoodlotRenfrew County Woodlot
ConferenceConferenceConferenceConferenceConference

Date:  Saturday, Oct. 2, 2004.

9 a.m. to 4 p.m
Location: Property of H. David Dick &
Son, 522 Scotch Bush Road, Balaclava,
Ontario.
Features demos, hay wagon, boothes.
email:
rcunningham@countyofrenfrew.on.ca

Westmeath Provincial ParkWestmeath Provincial ParkWestmeath Provincial ParkWestmeath Provincial ParkWestmeath Provincial Park
beach walkbeach walkbeach walkbeach walkbeach walk

Dates: Saturday, Oct. 9 at 8 AM.
Place:  Trip starts from the municipal
boat launch in the town of Westmeath.
Coming from the west on County Rd. 12,
turn left in Westmeath before the gas
station at the blue building and con-
tinue down to the water.

Sometimes encountered are Nelson’s
Sharp-tailed Sparrow, American Pipit,
Lapland Longspur as well as various
shorebirds, gulls, ducks and geese.  We’ll
drive west from the town to Sand Point
Road for the walk.
Organizer Chris Michener ph: 613-625-
2263.
e-mail:  cmichener@renc.igs.net

Star Night - Hunter's Moon -Star Night - Hunter's Moon -Star Night - Hunter's Moon -Star Night - Hunter's Moon -Star Night - Hunter's Moon -
Lunar EclipseLunar EclipseLunar EclipseLunar EclipseLunar Eclipse

Date:  Wednesday, Oct. 27,
from 7:30 PM.

Place:  dead end on Soike Rd.  Go 1.4km.
east on Mountain Rd. (County Rd. 13)
from Micksburg, then left on Soike Rd.
Eclipse becomes visible at 9:14 PM.  To-
tality begins at 10:23 PM and ends at
11:45 PM.  The next lunar eclipse won't
be until March 3, 2007.  Suggested equip-
ment: lawn chair, binoculars, camera,
warm clothing, hot drink, patience.
info: Jean Brereton, 625-2263.
email: jbrereton@renc.igs.net

Lake Dore BirdsLake Dore BirdsLake Dore BirdsLake Dore BirdsLake Dore Birds
Date:  Oct. 30 at 9 AM
Place:  Meet at the Wilberforce Twp.
beach & picnic park.  From the inter-
section of Hwy 41/Lake Dore Rd., go
south on Hwy. 41 over the Snake River
Bridge and make the next right.   The
focus of this trip will be water birds, but
a few songbirds may still be frequent-
ing the riparian habitat.  Some species
that have been seen on Lake Dore at this
time are Red-throated Loon, Tundra
Swan, Brant, the three grebes, the three
scoters and the three mergansers.
Organizer Chris Michener ph 613-625-
2263. e-mail:  cmichener@renc.igs.net

• E   v   e   n   t   sE   v   e   n   t   sE   v   e   n   t   sE   v   e   n   t   sE   v   e   n   t   s     &&&&& T   r   i   p   sT   r   i   p   sT   r   i   p   sT   r   i   p   sT   r   i   p   s •

photo: Chris Michener
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Pembroke Christmas Bird CountPembroke Christmas Bird CountPembroke Christmas Bird CountPembroke Christmas Bird CountPembroke Christmas Bird Count
Date:  Saturday, Dec. 18
Place:  Within a traditional 15 km. di-
ameter circle.  Feeder watchers count
birds in their yards, while field partici-
pants drive, ski or walk a pre-designated
area keeping track of the numbers of
birds.  Reports are given to the com-
piler, Manson Fleguel, after the Count.

Participants are invited to meet at
Manson & Judy’s around 5 PM to go over
results and enjoy pizza courtesy of the
Club.

To view the Count circle map and
download forms, go to our web page.
(see front cover of The Swallow for URL)
Please contact Manson to confirm par-
ticipation.

ph. 613-732-7703.
email: mfleguel@nrtco.net.
Cost: $3.00 for field participants

Eganville Christmas Bird CountEganville Christmas Bird CountEganville Christmas Bird CountEganville Christmas Bird CountEganville Christmas Bird Count
Date:  Sunday, Dec. 19
Place:  Eganville circle includes
Augsburg, the town of Golden Lake,
Green Lake, Lake Dore, Mink Lake and
more.  To view the Count circle map and
download forms, go to our web page.

 (see front cover of The Swallow for URL)
After the Count, participants are in-

vited to gather at Carey & Gwen Pur-
don’s home at 5PM to go over results
and share a meal.  They are the first
house on right, south of Hwy. 60 on Is-
land View Dr.  This is about 3 km. west
of the town of Golden Lake.  Please con-
tact Carey to confirm participation.

ph. 613-625-2610.
email:  purdon@renc.igs.net.
Cost: $3.00 for field participants

Killaloe Christmas Bird CountKillaloe Christmas Bird CountKillaloe Christmas Bird CountKillaloe Christmas Bird CountKillaloe Christmas Bird Count
Date:  Monday, Dec. 27
Place:  Circle is centred in Killaloe.  Par-
ticipate same as Pembroke Count.  To
view the Count circle map and
download forms, go to our web page.
(see front cover of The Swallow for URL)
Meet at Golden Sands Restaurant on
Hwy. 60 in Deacon at 5 PM after Count
to share experiences and tally results.
Please contact Chris Michener to con-
firm participation.

ph. 613-625-2263.
email: cmichener@renc.igs.net
Cost: $3.00 for field participants

This Dark-eyed Junco, which stayed for a few days near Golden Lake in the 1st week of
April, 2004, appears to be an intergrade between 'Dark-eyed Junco' and 'Oregon' and
has been nicknamed 'Cassiar' Junco.        photo: Chris  Michener
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Trip ReportsTrip ReportsTrip ReportsTrip ReportsTrip Reports
Bellowes Bay Field TripBellowes Bay Field TripBellowes Bay Field TripBellowes Bay Field TripBellowes Bay Field Trip

April 24, 2004
by Manson Fleguel

Whitecaps were whipping the Ottawa River into a frenzy.  The temperature
had been a friendly 8 degrees or so when I got up, but by the time the 12 of us
had gathered at the Pembroke Marina, it had dropped to just above the freezing
mark.  High winds a week before the outing also had cleared all the local water
surfaces of ice, so there was no chance that the ducks were captive on the Bay this
year.  This was the worst weather in the history of the Bellow's Bay field trip for
ducks and other water birds.

We pondered the few Ring-billed Gulls at the marina,
and a lone Herring Gull flew over, or I should say glided
over, since it didn’t have to flap it’s wings in this gale.  A few
Common Mergansers were noted flying out over the River.
Then it happened; all of our eyes were watering from the
stinging wind when someone noted a lone male Red-breasted
Merganser in the marina basin. To our collective knowledge,
this was the first ever report of this species at the Pembroke
marina!  A nice way to start this trip, because it was a lifer
for several members of the group.

Because of the high winds, it was decided to pass on
looking for Northern Cardinals in town.  It was most unlikely
that anyone would have heard them singing, if indeed any
were out advertising on such a day!

The trip from the marina to Ron Laderoute’s farm al-
lowed us to observe several other species in and above some
of the flooded fields along the way.  We noted Northern Har-
rier, American Kestrel, Turkey Vultures, Canada Geese, North-
ern Flicker, American Black Ducks, Mallards, Mourning Doves,
American Crows, American Robin, European Starlings and
Common Grackles.

After parking our vehicles in the farm driveway and
donning our rubber boots, we proceeded towards the Bay.
Our walk located Killdeer, Brown-headed Cowbird, Song Spar-
row,  Merlin, Rock Pigeon (formerly called Rock Dove), Ameri-
can Tree Sparrow, Common Raven and Black-capped Chickadee.

As we approached the edge of the treed ring around the bay, we knew we
wouldn’t be able to get close to the normal waters edge for best viewing.  The
high water had flooded these spots and we would have to peer through the trees.
A pair of Wood Ducks was flushed as we approached the water.  The high winds
from the north persuaded the ducks to stay close to the opposite (north) shore
out of the worst weather.  Large numbers of Tree Swallows hawked for insects
over the warmer bay water since the River was so inhospitable.  In the distance
across the bay, we noted Hooded Merganser, Greater Scaup, Bufflehead, lots of
Ring-necked Ducks and Northern Pintail in these calmer waters.  A lone Common
Loon and several American Wigeon were only a short distance out and we all got
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good looks at these.  A few Lesser Scaup were noted at the west end of the bay.  A
Belted Kingfisher flew by.

Our scoping of the bay completed, we turned our attention to the small
numbers of land birds flitting along the trees at the waters edge.  We turned up
Downy Woodpecker, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, White-
breasted Nut-
hatch and a
Pileated Wood-
pecker.  Our at-
tention was di-
rected skyward
as an Osprey
glided over-
head.

The trip
came to a close
as we walked
back to the cars.
We had spotted
45 species in all
and it was again
rewarding to
have a great
group along.

Pembroke Marina WalkPembroke Marina WalkPembroke Marina WalkPembroke Marina WalkPembroke Marina Walk
August 21, 2004
by Ken Hooles

When I awoke Saturday morning on August 21 and saw a dark, cloudy sky, I
had visions of history repeating itself on this year’s Pembroke Marina Walk.  As
some of you may remember, last year’s walk was characterized by cold and windy
weather that resulted in a dismal finding of only 14 bird species.  This was an all
time low record for this usually exciting walk.

However, on reaching the marina, the sky cleared and it developed into a
beautiful birding day.  This year, 8 persons participated in the walk and were
rewarded with a list of 43 bird species.  This was only 15 species less than the
record of 58 species achieved in August 1998.

The record may have been broken this year except for the fact that many of
the fall migrants had not entered our area yet.  This includes several shorebird,
waterfowl and songbird species.

For those interested in shorebirds, the group located three species: Killdeer,
Greater Yellowlegs and a lone Sanderling.  This was 6 less than the record year.

The waterfowl species were well represented with the presence of hundreds
of Canada Geese, Mallards, Hooded Mergansers, one Common Loon, and one Wood

The group heads back to the cars led by Max, Sandra and Mike;
then Sarah, Benita and David; then the rest of the group still deep
in discussion. photo: Chris Michener
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Duck.
Unfortunately, the fall warblers were absent during this year’s event.  The

group was only able to locate 5 warbler species:  Ovenbird, Nashville, Black-
throated Green, Yellow and Chestnut-sided Warblers.

Other highlights included the sighting of an Osprey, several Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, a Cardinal (first ever for this count), Eastern Phoebe, Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds, and several Least Flycatchers.

The participants were also able to locate some other notable bird species
such as Cedar Waxwings, Gray Catbird, Veery, Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo,
Belted Kingfisher, and American Goldfinch.

What were most notably absent this year were the members of the hawk and
falcon families, the sparrow and shorebird families, and several of the fall war-
blers and songbirds.  It was rather strange not finding fall songbirds such as
Philadelphia and Solitary Vireos, Yellow-rumped, Magnolia, Blackburian, Bay-
breasted, Wilson’s and Black-and-white Warblers.

It may not have been a record year but it was indeed an enjoyable outing!
Will the record of 58 bird species ever be broken?  Maybe not, but we will be back
there again next year with another valiant effort.

 Minutes of the Annual General MeetingMinutes of the Annual General MeetingMinutes of the Annual General MeetingMinutes of the Annual General MeetingMinutes of the Annual General Meeting
April 14, 2004 7:00 PM

Algonquin College, Rm. 201
by Manson Fleguel, Secretary

Carey Purdon called the meeting to order at 7:10.  A total of 24 persons
attended the meeting.  He then provided some useful information on how much
water we use for common tasks and suggested ways of conserving.

Manson then read the minutes of the 2003 AGM.  There being no correc-
tions or omissions, he moved for acceptance and that was seconded by Ken Hooles.

Carey provided a written Presidents report.
Gwen Purdon, in Bernd Kruegers absence, provided a detailed treasurers

report that is attached to these minutes.  The treasurer’s report was accepted as
presented by Chris Michener and seconded by Merv Fediuk.

There was no business arising from any of the previous reports.
Under new business, Manson reminded those present that PAFN member-

ship dues were now payable and asked that any who still owed, pay him or send
their dues to the Club box.

Campbell Mackie, chairman of the Trillium Fund who currently works at the
Petawawa Civic Center, advised our Club of the new nature boards that are erected
at the Petawawa Terrace, depicting local species of birds, and animals.  He also
advised that there are funds available for local environmental clubs to promote
nature and wildlife.

Manson then read the nominating report.  The list of candidates was Merv
Fediuk, Myron Loback, Jean Brereton, Chris Michener, Robin Cunningham, Leo
Boland, Benita Richardson and Manson Fleguel.  Bernd Krueger has advised that
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he would like to step down as the treasurer due to time constraints in his life, but
suggested he will continue in the short term if necessary and desired by the
current directors.  There were no further nominations from the floor.  The list
was then declared elected upon a motion by Manson, seconded by Carey Purdon.

Manson then read a brief resignation letter from Carey Purdon, effective
April 14, 2004.  Manson thanked him and Gwen for their years of past service to
the Club.

Door prizes and a coffee break followed.  Then Norm Quinn, Algonquin Park
biologist, presented an entertaining slide show and talk on his new book, Algon-
quin Wildlife, Lessons in Survival. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Lake Dore and the Mystery of Why
by Chris Michener, text & photos

the why of it
Why is Lake Dore such a magnet for rare birds, large numbers of common

species such as Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Ring-billed Gull and lesser num-
bers of Red-necked Grebe, various diving duck species, Bonaparte's and Herring
Gulls, especially from September on?

There is no definitive answer to this question, but here are some clues.  It is
situated near the Ottawa River flyway, it is just south of the Ottawa Valley Waste
Recovery Centre, it seems to have a very productive aquatic environment and
last but not least, it is birded all the time.

The proximity of the landfill site probably attracts passing gulls coming
down from the north, as the regulars fly to Lake Dore to roost.  Many northern
gulls, whose migration includes the Ottawa Valley, may attract other birds look-
ing for some guidance, especially first year immatures.  As well as the landfill site
being a source of food for those species that like that kind of cuisine, Lake Dore
has schools of minnows, which can sometimes be seen bubbling up and churning
the surface... just one part of the food chain in the lake, but pretty important to
loons, grebes, mergansers, cormorants, gulls and terns.

Because the birding on  Lake Dore is so exceptional, many other lakes in the
area remain under-birded and their 'species-ness' may go undiscovered.  But
another reason why Lake Dore has become the lake of choice is because the lake
is birder friendly.  There is not a corner of the lake that can't be accesssed.
(although permission must be obtained to get a close-up view of the wetland in
the SW).  The lake is narrow enough that a spotting scope can reach the middle
on a dry, clear day.  Two public picnic parks and handy road access makes view-
ing most of the lake do-able.

the Popcorn Pelagic
There are 3 public boat launches and every few weeks from late Summer,

Manson Fleguel takes his boat on a tour of the lake, through the flocks of gulls,
on what we call a 'Popcorn Pellagic'.  We attract many of the gulls on the lake,
except for the ones that are already full.  The gulls follow the boat, picking up the
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popcorn, and it is a great way to study the plumages of Ring-billed, Herring and
Bonaparte's Gulls.

On September 8th, my mother would have turned 80.  When Manson of-
fered to take his boat out for a Popcorn Pelagic, I thought about my mom.  Every
Halloween, she would make poporn balls and those that weren't given away would
end up in our lunches!  She knew how much I liked birding, also, and when we
found the very rare Sabine's Gull, I reminded Manson about the birthday and
joked that my mom had sent
us a birthday gift.  Manson,
not one to pass on an oppor-
tunity, suggested that per-
haps she could send us a Lit-
tle Gull, a species that
Manson had never seen in the
PAFN area.

Twenty minutes later, a
Little Gull flew alongside our
boat, with its unmistakable
black underwings flashing on
the up and down beats.  Af-
ter thanking my mom, we
high-fived all around.  Ten
year old, David Beimers, who
was also along, was very ex-
cited as well.  But it was Manson and I who really enjoyed the story within the
story.  Lake Dore proved once again why we loved the Popcorn Pelagics and
we've committed next Spetember 8 to be in his boat on Lake Dore.

Sabine's Gull on Lake DoreSabine's Gull on Lake DoreSabine's Gull on Lake DoreSabine's Gull on Lake DoreSabine's Gull on Lake Dore

Little Gull on Lake DoreLittle Gull on Lake DoreLittle Gull on Lake DoreLittle Gull on Lake DoreLittle Gull on Lake Dore
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The Great Big - ‘Name That Bird’ Challenge - ResultsThe Great Big - ‘Name That Bird’ Challenge - ResultsThe Great Big - ‘Name That Bird’ Challenge - ResultsThe Great Big - ‘Name That Bird’ Challenge - ResultsThe Great Big - ‘Name That Bird’ Challenge - Results
by Chris Michener

As you will recall from Volume 21, #1, our PAFN checklist had 297 species.
I challenged birders to name the next 3 species.  Five birders, including myself,
met the challenge.  One guessed the 298th species and one the 300th.

Since the Challenge, we’ve added 4 new species, pending acceptance by the
Ontario Bird Records Committees.

So who guessed what?  Well, Mike MacDonald of Petawawa guessed Marbled
Godwit and Orchard Oriole, both excellent guesses, but we’re still waiting Mike!

Manson Fleguel really, really wanted to have a Northern Gannet fly by on
Lake Dore.  He also expected to see an Eared Grebe.  Well, Manson, I hate to say
that your time has not yet arrived!

Larry Neily of Ottawa agreed with Manson that a Northern Gannet would
show up in the area.  He also thought a Greater White-fronted Goose would make
an appearance, but alas, Larry, neither was added.  The goose that was thought to
be a Greater White-fronted Goose in Oct/Nov 1999 in Chalk River was actually a
hybrid, Canada Goose X Greater White-fronted Goose.

Chris, that’s me, guessed Franklin’s Gull and lo and behold, one showed up
on Muskrat Lake at Cobden.  This
1st winter bird was found on Sep
27, 2003 by Bruce Di Labio, Peter
Campbell and Lene Kollgard of Ot-
tawa.  I accept bragging rights for
guessing #298.

Checklist species 299 ap-
peared at the Ottawa Valley Waste
Recovery Centre between November
12-27, 2003.  This 1st winter Slaty-
backed Gull is mainly an  east Asian
species with breeding records for NW
Alaska.  The record is pending accept-
ance by the ON Bird Records Commit-
tee.  No one guessed this species.

Number 300 was guessed by
Bluger (Marianne) Neily of Ottawa.
They were birding Lake Dore when
I ran into them last Fall.  They
thought about the Challenge and
entered guesses, Bluger right
there and then and Larry with a
follow-up email.  This May, as Bluger
predicted, a Eurasian Collared-Dove
showed up on Ile-du-Grand Calumet.
This species has been turning up
throughout the Northeast.  Mario
Gervais found the species and photo-
graphed it.

Also recorded in video by Chris, this 1st
winter Slaty-backed Gull was at the OV
Waste Recovery Centre  Nov. 7-27, 2003.

This photo of a Franklin’s Gull was filmed
in video by Chris through Manson’s spot-
ting scope on Sep. 27, 2003 in Cobden.
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Bluger will receive a very
nice print by Norman Knott for
her skillful guess.

Note the size of the Eura-
sian Collared-Dove compared
with the Mourning Dove.  Also,
note the undertail which is bi-
coloured.

Not part of the contest, be-
ing checklist species 301, but a
significant sighting was a Black-
headed Gull found on Lake Dore
by Manson Fleguel on July 6,
2004.  Three out of four of the
last new checkllist species have
been gulls!!  We must be running
out of gulls, I should think.  Well
now... how about a Ross’s?

The Butterfly and Odonate Counts of 2004The Butterfly and Odonate Counts of 2004The Butterfly and Odonate Counts of 2004The Butterfly and Odonate Counts of 2004The Butterfly and Odonate Counts of 2004
by Chris Michener

The 16th Lake Dore Butterfly Count was held on July 3.  A very exciting
discovery made by the team of Ethan Anderman and Jason Dombroskie was a
colony of the beautiful, Baltimore Checkerspot, near Micksburg.  Only two pre-
vious records from Renfrew County had
been noted before; the other colony is
from the Conroy's Marsh near
Combermere.  This team found 33 spe-
cies including the only Striped Hairstreak,
Silver-bordered Fritillary, Meadow Fritil-
lary, Question Mark, American Lady,
Painted Lady and Least Skipper.

Also having a good day was Jean
Brereton, who found the only Harris'
Checkerspot, Common Wood Nymph and
one of 3 Arctic Skippers. Jean tallied 23
species.

The 3rd team included the Beimers
(Barbara, David, Elizabeth, Rachel and
Sarah), Bruce Burnett, Lynn Hardy, Chris

Baltimore Checkerspot, found by Daryl
Coulson during MNR fieldwork in July
2001 in the Conroy's Marsh.

       photo by Chris Michener

photo: Mario Gervais
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The 7th Lake Dore Odonate Count was held on August 7th, 2004.
Thirty-three species were identified with 754 individuals being counted.
No new species were added, but some interesting ones were Orange Bluet,
Vesper Bluet, Dragonhunter, Least Clubtail and Saffron-bordered
Meadowhawk.  Of the 61 species found over the years on this Count, 14
species have been found on all 7 Counts.

Well named, the Black-shoul-
dered Spinyleg is found along the
Bonnechere River and has been
found in low numbers on 5 of 7
Lake Dore Odonate Counts.

photo by Chris Michener

Both parties encountered Banded Hairstreak
                              photo by Chris Michener

Michener, David Smith and Kathy Tucker.   This team found 22 species including
the only Pink-edged Sulphur, Bog Copper and Crossline Skipper.

The total count of 39 species is the second highest count since we started in
1988.  The total of individuals was 3,958 and is the 3rd highest total.

The 13th Hog Island Butterfly Count was held on July 17th.  We totaled 34
species, the 2nd highest total for this Count and 623 individuals which is lower
than usual.

The team of Ethan Anderman, Bruce Burnett and Jason Dombroskie covered
the Ontario section of the circle and recorded 25 species.  Orange Sulphur, Bronze
Copper, Acadian Hairstreak, Pearl Crescent, Compton Tortoiseshell, American Lady,
Viceroy, Silver-spotted Skipper, Columbine Duskywing and Northern Broken Dash
were unique to the Count.

While on Allumette Island, Quebec, the team of David Beimers, Sarah Beimers,
Leo Boland, Logan Boland, Mckenna Boland, Jean Brereton, Chris Michener and

Benita Richardson tallied 24 species in-
cluding the only Mustard White, Silvery
Blue, Meadow Fritillary, Question Mark,
Eastern Comma, Green Comma, Gray
Comma, Red Admiral and Eyed Brown.
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by Jean Brereton and Chris Michener

Snowbird Ski Resort
A wedding at 8,000 feet was a pretty good reason to say, "We'll be there"!

Jean's nephew, Todd Brereton, was married at the Snowbird Ski Resort on August
28th.  It wasn't a site for Olympic events in 2002, but it was an impressive place.
Situated in Little Cottonwood Canyon, about 35 minutes east of Salt Lake City,
the resort had numerous hotel-style buildings, each with all the amenities to
distract one from birding.  Slipping out to bird during 4 days of family brunches,
suppers, singsongs and other visiting wasn't easy.  Early mornings proved to be
the best time for birding.

Walking up the side of a mountain through stunted aspens in such thin air
made me stop often to catch my breath, but it allowed for looking and listening.
At the end of August, the birdsong is all but over and little clues such as squeeks
and tiny movements are all you have with which to work.  Nonethless, if the birds
are there, eventually they will be visible.

I encountered  Northern Flicker (Red-shafted), Steller's Jay (numerous), West-
ern Scrub-Jay (a couple), Mountain Chickadee (numerous),  Townsend's Solitaire
(adults and fledged young), MacGillivray's and Wilson's Warblers, Brewer's Spar-
row, Fox Sparrow (Slate-colored) and Dark-eyed Juncos (Gray-headed).  Familiar
Renfrew County birds such as Red-tailed Hawk, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers,
Common Raven, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper and Golden-crowned
Kinglets were seen.

Mammals seen were Yellowbelly Marmot, a cow Moose with 2 young, Mule
Deer, a weasel sp. and Least Chipmunks.  Butterflies included Great Basin Fritil-
lary, Ruddy Copper and Sylvan Hairstreak.  Wildflowers were blooming in profu-
sion, even though about 3 weeks past their peak.

A tram (gondola) went to 11,000 feet from the activity centre and birding
and butterflying in thin air was an adventure.  The footing was on loose rock at
the top of the world.  Pine Siskins, a Mountain Bluebird, and a Cooper's Hawk
were highlights at the summit.  Earlier, from the resort, we had seen Golden
Eagles soaring, but they weren't seen while at the top.  Pikas, a small, above tree-
line mammal, was abundant and their strange calls broke the alpine silence.  Wild-
flowers topped the bald mountaintop like a toupee and a few butterflies flitted
about, including this Boisduval's Blue (bottom photo on page 12).
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We left in our rental car after the wedding weekend and spent a few days
exlporing Utah.  We visited Antelope Island in the Great Salt Lake, the Mojave
Desert west of St. George and Arches National Park.

Utah has incredible landforms, aside from its deserts, which vary from black
lava rock mounds to rainbow coloured
buttes to amazing sandstone scultpures
forming spires, hoodoos, caves and
arches.  Also, a range of the rocky moun-
tains, the Wasatch Mountains, runs down
the middle of the state and is where the
Snowbird is situated.

Mojave Desert
We spent the night in St. George in

the extreme SW and in the morning drove
through the Mojave Desert to the Lytle
Ranch Preserve.  Owned by Brigham
Young University the property is a work-
ing ranch but scientific research is ongo-
ing.  Although the ranch is in the Mojave
Desert, it encompasses a seasonal 'wash',
which waters a narrow strip of
cottonwoods and lush vegetation.  Ponds
attracted birds including a Great Blue
Heron.  The manager of the place allowed
us to pick pomegranates from the trees,
which he cultivated.   It was about 100
degrees and the fruit was very refresh-
ing.

Some birds seen included Gambel's
Quail, Greater Roadrunner, Gray Fly-
catcher, Black Phoebe, Loggerhead Shrike,
Verdin, Bewick's Wren, Blue-Gray
Gnatcatcher, Virginia's Warbler, Western
Tanager, Green-tailed Towhee, Black-
throated Sparrow and Black-headed
Grosbeak.

Arches
Late in the afternoon we left the area

and drove to Green River which is about
45 minutes from Arches National Park.
After driving and hiking around Arches
we drove in to Moab, a town just south of
Arches.  Finding restaurants in Utah that

Top 3 photos in Arches NP: sculpted spires,
Square-spotted Blue, 'North Window' Arch.
Bottom:  Boisduval's Blue at Snowbird.

photos by Jean and Chris



   The Swallow, Vol. 22, #1 Autumn/Winter 2004     14

served beer was not easy, so when we rolled into Moab and saw a sign advertis-
ing a microbrewery, we knew where we wanted to eat lunch.  Lizard Ale was on
tap!

Henefer and Antelope Island
Salt Lake City is the access point for two places we birded.  We drove out

along Hwy. 84 to a town called Henefer and drove south along highway 66 through
rolling sage brush habitat
looking for the elusive Sage
Grouse and Sage Sparrow.
No luck with those, but we
did see Western Grebe in a
small lake as well as Ameri-
can White Pelican, Caspian
and Common Terns, Virgin-
ia's Warbler, Brewer's, Lark
and Vesper Sparrows.

The Great Salt Lake is a
remnant of the massive an-
cient Lake Bonneville.  The
lake is now landlocked and
its waters are salty but it is
the largest lake between the
Great Lakes and the Pacific
Ocean and is the largest salt-
water lake in the Western
Hemisphere.  Four rivers and
numerous streams empty
into the Great Salt Lake, car-
rying dissolved minerals.
The lake has no outlet so
these minerals are trapped.
Continual evaporation con-
centrates the minerals. Sev-
eral businesses extract table
salt and other chemicals
from the lake water.

Antelope Island (28,022
acres) is the largest of the
Great Salt Lake's 10 islands
and is part of the Utah State
Park System.  I wish we

had had more time to hang out on the island as the island has the greatest
concentration of Chukar in Utah, and we missed them!  Bison were introduced in
1893 and now number some 600 animals and were scattered here and there.
Antelope have been resident since 1993.  The lake was covered with Eared Grebes,
California Gulls and Wilson's Phalaropes.  Everyone was dining on brine shrimp
and worms.  No fish live in this salty lake. Also seen were Black-necked Stilt,
American Avocet, Burrowing Owl, Common Nighthawk, Eastern Kingbird, Barn
and Bank Swallows, Rock Wren, Brewer's Sparrow and Western Meadowlark.

Wilson's Phalarope are the closer, white birds, whirling
and stirring up food.  Almost all the more distant darker
birds are Eared Grebes, thousands, with more to arrive
throught the Fall.       photos by Jean Brereton
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Welcome to the Green Communities Association, the na-
tional umbrella for local non-profit organizations that brings environmental so-
lutions to Canadian households and communities.

Explore our site to learn more about the CGA, our member organizations across
the country, and our inspiring menu of innovative programs.

http://www.gca.ca/indexcms/index.php
______________________________________________________________

Green Greens:Green Greens:Green Greens:Green Greens:Green Greens:
Golf Courses and the Environment - Can a golf course be green?Golf Courses and the Environment - Can a golf course be green?Golf Courses and the Environment - Can a golf course be green?Golf Courses and the Environment - Can a golf course be green?Golf Courses and the Environment - Can a golf course be green?
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Golf is one of the most popular recreation activities in Ontario.

There are over 600 well-used golf courses in Ontario, most of
them on the urban fringe -- within an hour's drive from town or
city.

Golf is almost nature.␣  It's outdoors and there is wildlife to be
found on the course.␣  But most golf courses are about as close to
nature as a plastic christmas tree.␣  They use up precious farm-
land and/or natural areas, and require regular watering and pes-
ticides to keep the greens green and weed-free.

Greening golf is a challenge of land use planning, and of sound
environmental management:

1. Locate golf courses for minimal environmental impact (regional
planning);

2. Design golf courses for maximum ecological benefit (ecological design);

3. promote sound environmental management practices (stewardship).

This factsheet looks at the environmental principles for golf courses, and at how
well they are being applied in Ontario.

http://www.greenontario.org/strategy/golf.html

______________________________________________________________

Cats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and CatsCats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and CatsCats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and CatsCats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and CatsCats Indoors! The Campaign for Safer Birds and Cats

Are you...

* Tired of your neighbor’s cats
killing birds and other wildlife on
your property?
* Concerned about the health
and well-being of your outdoor cat?
* Interested in learning how to
turn your outdoor cat into a con-
tented indoor pet?
* Concerned about the impact of
cats on wildlife in your local park
or community?

http://www.abcbirds.org/cats/


