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The tree population in Pembroke contributes so much to this pretty little city. As well as decorating our environment, being part
of the stage for our lives, trees are working to keep us healthy. Moderating hot summer temperatures, acting as windbreaks,
freshening the air with oxygen, and filtering dust and pollutants are some of the functions they perform. They are also very
important for our psychological and social well-being. Imagine a city without trees—it would be a harsh environment. As part
of the overall green infrastructure of cities (along with lawns, gardens, woodlots, and wetlands), trees are very valuable assets
that should be appreciated and do need to be managed. Trees are interesting, and the variety of species and cultivars that
Pembroke has can really be enjoyed.
The author, a retired forester, was commissioned by the Communities in Bloom Committee in Pembroke, to do a project that
can give the public an appreciation of what the City has. This is a picture e-book that illustrates most of the tree species that are
present in town. Interested people can use this, ideally in conjunction with a tree identification book, to explore Pembroke’s
environment and perhaps help them choose trees to plant on their own properties.
Pembroke’s trees have arrived from various sources. The original forest, with trees native to the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
Forest Region, has, of course, been mostly eliminated. Some remnants remain, a nice example being Harvey Fraser Park. The
subdivision around this park was developed in a former woodlot, and developers were very good about preserving trees around
the new houses. As a result, these homes have a community of trees that look like Ontario. Some native species are here, such
as beech and yellow birch, that are not usually grown by tree nurseries, and are generally absent in city landscapes.
Nursery grown trees are purchased by homeowners for ornament, shade, or fruit. The City purchases trees to line boulevards
and shade parks and decorate the hard surfaces of downtown. Trees are purchased by industry to landscape business properties.
Tree species grown commercially for urban purposes have been selected for ease of growth in the nursery, ease of transplanting,
survivability in often difficult urban growing conditions, and ornamental qualities (that help them sell). Many native species do
not meet all of these requirements and are not often grown by nurseries. The industry has a number of favorite species, many of
which have originated in Europe or other areas with temperate climates similar to our own. Europeans have had a long history
of horticulture practice and plant breeding, and North Americans have brought over a lot of plants from them. European trees

such as Norway Maple, Little-leaf Linden, Austrian Pine, flowering crabs and their horticultural cultivars, are now dominating
urban landscapes, and these species are very abundant in Pembroke. However, nurseries do have a variety of tree species
available, including a few natives, and many nursery people as well as their customers are willing to try new things out.
Homeowners have been transplanting trees from the wild. Many of the fine old specimens of sugar maple in town and on
country roadsides were likely transplanted from the country before the advent of tree nurseries. Whether salvaged from a fenceline in a lot, or collected from a roadside or cottage, trees are often given a good home in people’s yards. Some seedlings grown
for forestry plantations find their way into people’s yards as well. And a few gardeners with green thumbs may be propagating
their own trees.
A few species that were prevalent in cities in the past are generally not in favour now. White Elm, Silver Maple, and Green Ash
grow very well in urban situations, and Pembroke has quite a few large specimens of these. Most medium and large sized elms
succumb to the introduced Dutch Elm Disease (elms were much more prevalent in Pembroke in the past). Silver maples grow
very large and, due to their Y-shaped branching habit with narrow crotches, they can become rather breakable. Ash species are
fine for now, but the introduced Emerald Ash Borer is on the way to our area, and will likely kill most of our ash trees. The
epidemic losses of tree species points to the necessity of planting a diversity of species in our urban landscapes, to avoid putting
all of our eggs into one basket.
Although species diversity is always advisable, some kinds are not wanted in some situations. People impatient for shade often
choose fast-growing species which can grow into problems later. Many of these, such as poplars, elms and Manitoba Maple,
can grow too large for the space available, be short-lived because of insect or disease problems, become dangerously breakable,
and reproduce rapidly on their own, becoming weedy and invasive (displacing other species in natural areas).
Nature avoids a vacuum. Areas of open and un-maintained land seed into vegetation over time. Many tree species can take
advantage of disturbed sites, even if soil is poor. Native trees that are pioneering on these sites include pines, poplars, willows,
white birch, elms, and ashes. Other trees introduced to our area are doing the same thing, quite prolifically--Pembroke has
Manitoba Maple, Siberian elm, European poplars and willows that appear to be taking over in places. Vegetation in these
disturbed areas may appear to some to be messy or weedy, but these trees are still performing valuable ecological and
environmental functions. Sometimes these areas can be maintained with thinning and pruning, to give a more tailored
appearance if desired.
There is a growing movement to restore nature in urban areas. It would be nice to bring back many of our native tree species
into the city, trees that make ecological sense and are part of our heritage. Special efforts would have to be made to achieve

this, as people tend to purchase trees with ornamental qualities (horticulture is important to us of course), and nurseries can be
reluctant to stock things that might not sell. As well, it must be understood that many places in a city where we might want a
tree to grow are too tough for many of our native species. Restricted rooting space, soil compaction, cutting of roots for utilities
or new buildings, overhead wires, hot pavement, road salt, and a whole host of human disturbances make life much different for
a tree in a city than in a forest or a field. It does make sense to use species that can tolerate these difficult conditions, and
several exotic species can. A native sugar maple could not be grown in a downtown sidewalk. It is an unsuitable tree for this
location; or, as we should think of it, the location is unsuitable for such a nice tree. We could hope ideally that planners and
developers would design better places for trees to grow, and take better measures to protect trees as well as their growing
spaces. We can, however, recognize those spaces that have soil and are large enough for trees to grow to maturity; perhaps in
these places we could make more use of Ontario’s natural diversity.
In the following species accounts, a very brief description of identification features is given with some discussion of their
growth and occurrence in Pembroke. Indications of their abundance are the author’s observations and subjective estimates. All
photos are by the author, and all pictures of full trees are of trees in the City of Pembroke, except for a few just outside of town.
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CONIFERS

Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus
Five soft needles in a bundle; young bark smooth and grey, older bark
dark and furrowed.

Our familiar provincial tree, it is most important for the Renfrew
County lumber industry. Potentially tall and long-lived where it has
space, forest grown trees are normally straight, but open grown trees
can be branchy and spreading due to damage by the white pine weevil.
It can grow in a wider range of soils than other native pines, but is
sensitive to road salt. It is a frequent tree in Pembroke.
White pines in Pansy Patch Park

Red Pine Pinus resinosa
Two long needles in bundle and pinkish scaly bark

Usually straight and symmetrical, red pine prefers upland coarse textured (sandy)
soils and full sunlight. It is the most successful tree in forestry plantations in the
region. Pembroke has many in parks and yards.

Red Pine on Pembroke Street West

Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris
Two blue-green needles in a bundle, upper bark orange

A European tree that was commonly planted for Christmas trees.
Its ultimate size and shape can be quite variable (often crooked)
due to genetic differences in seed sources. Frequent in Pembroke,
it can seed into natural areas and become invasive.
Scots Pines on Pembroke Street West

Austrian Pine Pinus nigra
Two long, stiff, sharp-pointed, dark green needles in a bundle,
whitish buds

Frequent in Pembroke, this is a European tree commonly planted in
cities and along highways. It is a pine that can grow in clay soils
and is tolerant of road salt. It can be a medium tall tree or else a
short and flat topped tree due to genetic variation in seed sources.

Austrian Pine on Nelson Street

White Spruce Picea glauca
Squarish pointed blue green needles, whitish twigs, inch long cylindrical cones, light
grey scaly bark

Straight and symmetrical, this is a common native tree, widely planted and abundant
in Pembroke.
White Spruce on Boundary Road

Norway Spruce Picea abies
Dark green needles, twigs tend to be orange, very long cones

This is a commonly planted European spruce, faster growing than white
spruce. The branches curve upwards and branchlets hang down.
Frequent in Pembroke.
Norway Spruce, First Ave. North

Colorado Spruce Picea pungens
Somewhat longer needles than other spruces, variably blue, with cones intermediate in size between
white and Norway spruces.

This is a very popular planted tree from the western U.S. The wild trees have blue-green needles, but
there are several horticultural selections that are quite blue. The waxy blue on the needles make them
more resistant to road salt. Common in Pembroke yards and parks; there are several nice old trees.

Blue Colorado Spruce in Pembroke

Balsam Fir Abies balsamea
Flat needles, prominent buds, with upright cones that fall apart
soon after ripening; smooth grey bark with horizontal resin
blisters

A common native forest tree with a very narrow conical crown. It
is quite tolerant of shade. Occasional in Pembroke, most trees
have probably been transplanted from the woods.

Balsam Firs in Pembroke

California White Fir Abies concolor
Longish, upcurved, flat, blue-green needles

A tree native to the western U.S. and sold in nurseries. Some horticultural
selections can be quite blue. One tree was found recently planted in Pembroke
and appears to be doing well

California White Fir on Isabella Street

Tamarack Larix laricina
Needles in bundles of 15 or more on older twigs, but single on new
growth; cones ½ inch long

Our native deciduous conifer, it turns a nice yellow to gold colour in
late fall before the needles drop. It typically grows in lowlands in the
wild. Like all larch trees, it must have have full sun. Occasional
within Pembroke, trees have probably been transplanted from the
wild.

An unusually wide spreading Tamarack on Broadview Drive.

European Larch Larix decidua
Deciduous needles, somewhat longer than tamarack, yellowish twigs;
upright cones 1 inch long

This tree has a distinctive form with branches sweeping upwards and
branchlets hanging down. It is sold in nurseries and has been planted
frequently in Pembroke.
Other larch species occur in Pembroke (such as Japanese and
Siberian) that can be tricky to identify. These may have arrived from
early trials at the Petawawa Research Forest.
European Larch, Boundary Road

Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadensis
Short flat needles; tiny buds; young twigs narrow and drooping; very
small cones

A slow growing, shade tolerant and long-lived native evergreen. It can
be quite ornamental, but is sensitive. Rare within Pembroke, but it is
sold in nurseries and could be used more.

Eastern Hemlock at County of Renfrew office, International Drive

Eastern White Cedar Thuja occidentalis
Scale-like leaves in flat branchlets, grey bark peeling in narrow
vertical strips

Eastern White Cedar, Dunlop Park, Centre Street

A common native evergreen, that is popular in landscaping,
especially as hedges. It is slow growing but long-lived, eventually
becoming a medium sized tree. An abundant tree in Pembroke.

Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana
Scale-like leaves; branchlets not flattened, blue berry-like fruits.

An upright native juniper uncommon in Renfrew County (but abundant
towards Kingston and Napanee). Trees are rare in Pembroke, although
smaller ornamental varieties are commonly sold in nurseries.

Eastern Red Cedar at County of Renfrew office, International Drive

Ginkgo Ginkgo biloba
Distinctive fan shaped leaves

A deciduous tree more closely related to conifers, it is native to China.
The plum-like fruit (on female trees) has a disagreeable odour, so it is
usually male trees that are propagated and sold in nurseries. As it is
tolerant of tough urban conditions, it is useful as street tree. A few trees
have been planted recently in Pembroke. There are some large
specimens at the Dominion Arboretum in Ottawa.

Ginkgo on Lake Street

HARDWOODS
LEAVES ALTERNATE SIMPLE
Willows are fast growing shrubs or trees typical of wetlands and shores. Most have narrow alternate
simple leaves. There are many species and they are often difficult to identify. Our largest willows are
the two Eurasian species shown here. Willow wood is weak and trees are very breakable. Twigs and
branches fall off easily and can take root in wet ground. The Eurasian species are considered invasive.

Weeping Willow in Pembroke

European White Willow, Salix alba
Large trees, alternate simple narrow leaves, whitish on underside;
winter twigs orange

A fast-growing, large willow that has invaded our lakeshores and river
valleys
Weeping Willow is a horticultural variety of European White Willow.
Its winter twigs are yellow. It has been popular in landscaping and is
frequently seen in Pembroke.

European White Willow at Pembroke Marina

Crack Willow Salix fragilis
Large trees, alternate simple narrow leaves, more
evenly green on both sides; winter twigs are greenish

Another fast growing, very large Eurasian willow that
has spread on our lakeshores and river valleys. It is
quite breakable as its name suggests.

Crack Willows at the Pembroke Marina

Poplars are fast growing, large trees that can grow in poor soils, but always in full sun. With many insect pests and fungus diseases,
they can be rather short-lived. Large trees can be breakable. They often spread by sending up suckers from their wide-spreading
root systems, especially after a parent tree is cut down. They have been planted on farms as windbreaks,

Trembling Aspen Populus tremuloides
Leaves alternate simple, small roundish, on long flat leaf stalks, cream-coloured
bark

Trembling Aspen is a very abundant native tree in the region. It is common within
Pembroke, but most trees are naturally established.
Trembling Aspen , Cecelia Street

Balsam Poplar Populus balsamifera
Alternate simple leaves oval and pointed, dark green above and
lighter below with rusty patches; buds are large and sticky with a
balsam smell.

This native tree can appear rusty coloured when the wind is blowing.
It prefers wetter sites. Although occasionally planted in the north or
on the prairies, there is not much interest in it in this area. It occurs
frequently in Pembroke’s shorelines and vacant lots.

Balsam Poplar at Pembroke Marina

Carolina Poplar and hybrid cottonwoods
Populus x canadensis (P. nigra x P. deltoides)
Leaves alternate simple, almost triangular.

These are very fast growing, very large trees--probably the largest trees
in Pembroke. They are hybrids of native Eastern Cottonwood and
European Black Poplar. They are common in Pembroke, having been
originally planted for windbreaks and quick shade.

Carolina Poplars, Riverside Park

European Silver Poplar Populus alba
Leaves alternate simple, roundish or lobed like maple, with a velvety
white underside--a silver tree in the wind

This tree is generally not straight like other poplars but is often a
leaning, breakable tree. It root suckers extensively and is invasive.
Bolleana Poplar is a narrow columnar variety of this species
occasionally planted.
European Silver Poplars at Fellows High School, Bell Street

Grey Poplar Populus canescens
Alternate simple leaves with coarse teeth, white wooly underneath.

A hybrid between Large-tooth Aspen and European Silver Poplar, it
grows straight like aspens. Grey Poplar occurs frequently in Pembroke,
in yards and naturalized in parks

Grey Poplar on Bell Street

Elms have alternate simple oval leaves with straight veins and sandpapery surfaces. Their Y-branching habit typically
produce vase-shaped trees. Old pictures of Pembroke show streets lined with large elms. Unfortunately most mediumsized to large trees are susceptible to the introduced Dutch Elm Disease.

White Elm Ulmus americana
Alternate simple oval leaves with straight veins and usually sandpapery
upper surface.

White elms were formerly widely planted in cities, and tolerated tough
urban conditions. It continues to seed into disturbed areas, and small trees
are very common in urban and rural landscapes. But medium and large
trees continue to die from Dutch Elm Disease. There are still a few large
trees in Pembroke.
White Elm on Bell Street

Rock Elm Ulmus thomasii
Generally straighter stem than other elms with distinctive thick
corky ridges on twigs and branches

A single tree on Maple Street may be the only one of its kind in
Pembroke. In June 2013 it appeared to be infected with Dutch Elm
Disease.

Rock Elm on Maple Street

Siberian Elm Ulmus pumula
Leaves alternate simple, very small, sandpapery, on thin twigs.

Also called Chinese Elm, it is an introduced tree that was
formerly sold in nurseries for hedges. It is very fast growing,
and hedges were often abandoned to grow into trees. It has
better resistance to Dutch Elm Disease than other elms, but it is
a very breakable tree. It aggressively seeds into disturbed
areas—an invasive alien. It is common in Pembroke.

Siberian Elm on Cecilia Street

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis
Alternate simple leaves with an uneven base, branched
veins and sandpapery surface

This tree is an Ontario native, occurring naturally in Lanark
County and the south, but not in Renfrew County. It is Ybranched like elms, and tolerates urban conditions. A few
have been planted in Pembroke.

Hackberry at Broadview and Herbert Streets

Birches are popular ornamental trees because of their bark. Although most birches are pioneer and can grow in
poor soils and tough sites, they are very sensitive to disturbance. Damage to their roots or their immediate
environment can cause stress, resulting in insect infestations and dieback.

Paper Birch Betula papyrifera
Alternate simple leaves, white bark peels off in sheets.

People have been purchasing paper birches from nurseries as well as
transplanting them (in spring) from the wild. They are common in
Pembroke.

White Birch on Cecelia Street

Yellow Birch Betula alleghaniensis
Alternate simple leaves; distinctive bronze-coloured bark peels in
strips, not sheets. The inner bark of twigs has an odour and taste
of wintergreen.

This is a native timber tree that has not been planted much in
urban areas. Pembroke has a few that were in former woodlots
and have survived housing development. Yellow birch can be a
large, long-lived shade tree in a good environment without
disturbance.

Yellow Birch, Bell Street

European White Birch Betula pendula
Alternate simple, triangular shaped leaves; white bark with black
fissures, not peeling in sheets.

A formerly popular planted tree, with weeping and other horticultural
forms, occasional in Pembroke.

European White Birch on Angus Campbell Drive

Ironwood Ostrya virginiana
Alternate simple leaves, bark has narrow vertical strips that are
loose at both ends.

Ironwood is a small to medium sized native tree, usually in the
understory of the woods. It would prefer a sheltered location, at
least in youth. It is occasionally sold in nurseries. It is somewhat
sensitive to disturbance.

Ironwood at County of Renfrew office, International Drive

Oaks are long-lived trees that can do very well in urban areas. Some are slow-growing and difficult to
transplant, but in the long run they are strong, dependable trees.

White Oak Quercus alba
Alternate simple leaves with rounded lobes, Light grey scaly
bark.

This is a slow growing but long-lived native tree. It is
uncommon in Renfrew County. It has been occasionally planted
in Pembroke.

White Oak, Riverside Park

Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa
Alternate simple leaves with a large terminal rounded lobe;
corky ridges on twigs; hard, deeply furrowed bark.

Slow growing and deep-rooted, Bur Oak is much more
common in Renfrew County than white oak. It does well in
clay soils and can tolerate tough urban soil conditions.
Frequent in Pembroke, there are some lovely old trees.

Bur Oak on Mackay Street

Red Oak Quercus rubra
Alternate simple leaves with 7 to 9 pointed lobes. Bark grey
with vertical flat-topped ridges.

The most abundant oak in the region, it typically grows on drier
uplands and sandy soils. It is faster growing than white and bur
oaks and somewhat easier to transplant. It is sold in nurseries,
and is common in Pembroke.

Red Oak on Shea Avenue

Pin Oak Quercus palustris
Alternate simple leaves with 5 to 7 narrow lobes with deep sinuses.

Pin Oak is a lowland oak, native to southwestern Ontario and the
eastern U.S. It is faster-growing and easier to transplant than other
oaks and it tolerates urban conditions well; it is a popular street tree in
the U.S. It has a straight trunk and symmetrical crown with fine
horizontal side branches. Its one drawback is an intolerance for
alkaline soils, where the leaves turn yellow from iron deficiency.
There are a few trees in Pembroke and nurseries sell it.

Pin Oak at Pembroke Hydro, Pembroke Street West

English Oak Quercus robur
Small dark green alternate simple leaves with rounded lobes

A European tree that is normally a large spreading tree. There are a few
specimens in the Dominion Arboretum in Ottawa. The narrow pyramidal
cultivar is a popular seller in nurseries, and there are a few planted in Pembroke.

Pyramid English Oak in Pansy Patch Park

American Beech Fagus grandifolia
Alternate simple leaves with straight veins; long pointed buds;
distinctive smooth blue-grey bark

This common native forest tree is difficult to transplant and is not
often planted in cities. It is sensitive to root damage. Pembroke’s
few trees are mostly natural; some have been saved during housing
development.

American Beech trees on Cecelia Street

Trees in the Rose Family are generally small trees with showy flowers and prominent
fruits and are very important in horticulture. The apples, cherries, pears, and others
have been developed for food as well as ornament. They tend to have lots of insect and
disease problems.

Choke Cherry Prunus virginiana
Alternate simple leaves, inner bark of twigs have a bitter odor.

Choke cherry is a small tree or large shrub. It can spread by root
suckers. The ‘Shubert’ variety sold in nurseries has consistent tree
form with the new foliage starting out green and turning to dark
purple. It is becoming popular as a small ornamental tree.
Shubert Choke Cherry on Lake Street

Flowering Crab Malus baccata
Alternate simple leaves, showy flowers, small
apple fruits

Flowering Crab, Pembroke Street East

This is a very popular ornamental small tree,
planted abundently by Pembroke residents.. Many
cultivars exist with white, pink, or red flowers, and
green or red leaves. Varieties that have fruits that
persist into the winter can be valuable for
overwintering songbirds.

.

Basswood Tilia americana
Large roundish alternate simple leaves, uneven at the base.

Basswood is a native, large-growing, forest tree that can have a
straight trunk and symmetrical crown. It is sometimes grown in
nurseries, but most trees in Pembroke yards and parks are likely
natural or transplanted from the wild.
Basswood on Carmody Street

Little-leaf Linden Tilia cordata
Alternate simple leaves roundish, smaller than basswood leaves

This is a medium-sized tree from Europe that is straight and symmetrical in
form, and is very tolerant of urban conditions. It is widely used as a street
tree and is abundant in Pembroke.

Little-leaf Linden in Pembroke

Russian Olive

Russian Olive Elaeagnus angustifolia
Very white, narrow, alternate simple willow-like leaves; thorny

This is a small Eurasian tree that can grow in tough conditions, but it
is a breakable tree. There are a few in Pembroke.

Russian Olive, Pembroke Street East

LEAVES ALTERNATE COMPOUND

Butternut Juglans cinerea
Leaves alternate compound, 11 to 17 hairy leaflets with a prominent
terminal leaflet.

Trees were common in Pembroke with several large old ones that had
been growing in Pansy Patch Park. Unfortunately the recently
introduced butternut canker fungus has infected and killed many.
Butternut is now an endangered species.

Butternut in Pansy Patch Park

Black Walnut Juglans nigra
Leaves alternate compound, 14 to 23 leaflets with terminal leaflet
small or absent; round nuts

Black Walnut is native to rich soils in southern Ontario. It has been
planted frequently in Pembroke. It is a good large-growing tree for a
large lawn or park. There is some toxic effect on some plants from
walnut roots, but this has often been exaggerated in talk.

Black Walnut on D’Youville Drive

European Mountain-ash Sorbus aucuparia
Leaves alternate compound, smallish leaflets; white flower clusters
in spring; orange berry clusters in fall; white hairs on long terminal
buds.

This is a popular small ornamental tree in the Rose family. It can
seed into natural areas with the help of birds.
European Mountain Ash, Broadview Drive

Honeylocust Gleditsia triacanthos
Alternate double compound leaves, tiny leaflets

Honeylocust is a popular urban tree native to eastern U.S. and rare
in south-western Ontario. Wild trees have incredible thorns, but
cultivars sold in nurseries are thornless. These trees can grow in
tough urban conditions and are often grown in downtown sidewalks
and planters. The “Sunburst” cultivar has yellow new foliage

‘Sunburst’ Honeylocust, Broadview Drive

Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia
Leaves alternate compound, small rounded blue-green leaflets; white
clusters of flowers in spring; small pea pod fruits

Black locust is native to the eastern U.S. It has been widely planted,
perceived to be beneficial because of nitrogen-fixing bacteria associated
with its roots. However, it spreads readily from root suckers and is
invasive. It is rare in Pembroke.

Black Locust, Dunlop Park, Herbert Street

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata
Leaves alternate compound, 5 leaflets, round edible nuts in a husk that
splits in 4, distinctive bark with long peeling vertical strips.

A slow-growing but strong, long-lived tree native to southern Ontario.
A single tree found in Pembroke.
Shagbark Hickory on D’Youville Drive

LEAVES OPPOSITE SIMPLE

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum
Leaves opposite simple, with pointed lobes but rounded
sinuses. This leaf is symbolized on the Canadian Flag.

With brilliant orange fall colour, Sugar Maple is an excellent,
long-lived shade tree where it has decent soil and room to
grow. Where it doesn’t, it can decline and die back. It is
common in Pembroke and there are many large stately trees.

Sugar Maple on Mackay Street

Black Maple Acer nigrum
Very similar to sugar maple with slightly less lobed leaves, velvety
underneath, and yellow fall colour.

Sometimes considered a variety of sugar maple, it is uncommon in
Renfrew County, occurring near the Ottawa River. It is likely rare
in Pembroke, but it might be easily overlooked among the many
sugar and Norway maples.

A young Black Maple at Pembroke Hydro on Pembroke Street West

Silver Maple Acer saccharinum
Leaves opposite simple, lobed with deep sinuses and toothed
edges

This is a common native urban tree, abundant in Pembroke. It is a
fast growing, large tree that tolerates tough urban conditions.
With a Y-shaped branching habit, very large trees can become
breakable. Natural on the banks of the Ottawa River, it is seeding
itself into open areas.
A cut-leaf horticultural variety has been planted occasionally.

Silver Maple in Pansy Patch Park

Red Maple Acer rubrum
Leaves opposite simple, with pointed lobes and toothed edges

A common native tree that is abundant in Pembroke. It is noted
for its nice fall colour, but this is variable--some trees become
deep red but others are yellow or orange. It can grow in a variety
of soils, including the dry sands in neighboring Petawawa, except
for soils that are high in lime.

Red Maple on Boundary Road

Freeman Maple Acer rubrum x
saccharinum
Features intermediate between silver and red maples

These are hybrids of red and silver maple that have been selected
for improved branching habit (compared to silver maple) and
outstanding red fall colour. They are becoming popular as urban
trees and are now widely available in nurseries.

Freeman Maple at Moncion Grocer’s, Nelson Street

Norway Maple Acer platanoides
Leaves opposite simple, broader than sugar maple; stouter
twigs and buds

This is one of the most widely planted urban trees and is very
abundant in Pembroke. It grows faster than sugar maple but
does not get to be as large. It tolerates difficult urban
conditions. Several horticultural varieties are available with
leaves ranging from dark red, variegated, and yellow, and
form ranging from globe to narrow (columnar). The green
trees have yellow fall colour. There is some concern that
Norway Maple seeds into natural areas (it can be invasive).

‘’Schwedler’ Norway Maple on Christie Street. Red in spring, dark green in
Summer, and bronze in fall.

Three types of Norway Maple foliage. The tree on the left is a “Harlequin Maple” with
variegated leaves; however, it has partially reverted back to normal green leaves. The tree
on the right is a red variety, perhaps ‘Crimson King’.

Japanese Tree Lilac Syringa reticulata
Leaves opposite simple, white flower clusters

The largest of the lilacs, this small tree is becoming very popular,
now frequently planted in Pembroke.

Japanese Tree Lilac, Elizabeth Street

Catalpa Catalpa species
Very large simple heart-shaped leaves arranged in whorls of three
on the twig; white flower clusters.

Catalpas are native to the eastern U.S. Northern Catalpa Catalpa
speciosa can be a large shade tree when grown in good soils in
southern Ontario. It is rare in Pembroke.

Catalpa on Pembroke Street East

LEAVES OPPOSITE COMPOUND
Ashes were formerly considered dependable urban trees, easily transplanted and, especially Green Ash, tolerating urban
conditions well. We are awaiting the arrival of the introduced Emerald Ash Borer to Renfrew County. Ash trees appear to
have no resistance to this insect and will die within a few years of infestation.

White Ash Fraxinus americana
Opposite compound leaves, typically 7 stalked leaflets with few teeth; nice
fall colour varying from orange to dark purple

This is a common native tree usually growing in uplands mixed with sugar
maple and beech. It has been sold in nurseries and commonly planted in
parks and along highways. It is common in Pembroke, but can be
overlooked among the more abundant green ash.
White Ash in Riverside Park

Green or Red Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Opposite compound leaves, usually 7 toothed leaflets; yellowish
brown fall colour

This is a common native tree in clay soils and river-side or lake-side
locations. It tolerates urban conditions well and has been widely
planted. It can be pioneer, seeding into open areas. Natural and
planted trees are abundant in Pembroke.

Green Ash at Kiwanis Field House, Riverside Park

European Ash Fraxinus excelsior
Opposite compound leaves with stalkless leaflets; jet black buds;
smooth bark

This European tree was sold in nurseries as black ash. However, our
Black Ash (Fraxinus nigra) is a native tree of swamps.

European Ash on Mackay Street

Manitoba Maple Acer negundo
Opposite compound leaves, notched leaflets; waxy twigs, white buds

A tree native to southern Ontario and the southern prairies brought to
the Pembroke area in the past and now very abundant. It seeds
prolifically and grows well in disturbed ground. It has rather weak
wood and poor branching habit and trees break easily. It is considered
weedy and invasive, but it is holding the slopes on the Indian and
Muskrat Rivers and providing habitat for wildlife.

Manitoba Maple in a Pembroke yard

Horsechestnut Aesculus hippocastanum
Opposite, palmately compound leaves with usually 7 leaflets, showy
flowers

A medium sized European tree formerly planted in cities. Cultivars such as
‘Ruby Red’ are available in nurseries. Rare in Pembroke.

A cultivar of horsechestnut on Herbert Street
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The author beside a massive hybrid cottonwood in Pansy Patch Park

